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Introduction 
 

This route is a heavily modified version of DTG’s “Riviera Line” backdated to 1985 (specifically July 

1985). This has involved a great deal of work which will be detailed in the pages below.  

Thank you for downloading this route,I hope you enjoy playing it 

Mark Walker,December 2018 
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The Story behind the route,what went into it? 

 
Gathering Resources 

This route idea stems back to around 4 years ago when,whilst scanning my 

dad’s railway photos from the 80’s I found his Dawlish 1985 images,which 

included some fantastic traction alongside sun,sea and semaphores…what 

could be better!  

 

Riviera Line had been released just a few months prior and was still fresh in my 

mind,and whilst I was really enjoying the route there was just something 

missing,it was lacking personality in many areas and generally didn’t feel quite 

right to me. Around this time I began fiddling with a cloned version of the 

route with no real direction,but this soon turned into something far more 

serious… 

 

Come early 2015 I was still scanning photos when I came across a huge 

binder,filled with my dad’s notes from the 80’s,it included full loco and train 

details for vast periods. As I flicked through I stumbled upon July 1985,and his 

yearly holiday to Dawlish,I was met with 21 full pages of notes (included later 

in this manual,in all their detail),each with the loco number,passing time and 

train origin/destination,for most or all of every day during a two week period.  

At this time I began to seriously consider getting the ball rolling on a full 

rollback of Riviera Line to Summer 1985 condition,I quickly purchased a 

1985/86 Working Timetable,then dropped a message to VP member Richard 

Fletcher,who kindly sent me some track diagram books that were perfect for 

this project,on top of this I purchased a cab ride DVD which featured the route 

in Spring 1985 (just as Exeter St Davids was resignalled) and then I was set.  
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Why Devon?  

Moving through 2015 and 2016 I set about the mammoth task of working out 

how to go about building the route. I should stress at this point just how much 

Devon means to me,whilst I live in Wakefield my family have holidayed down 

there many times a year,since the 1960’s and in 2005 my parents purchased a 

property in Dawlish Warren. Such is my love for the South Devon coast that I 

actually lived in Dawlish Warren for most of 2011-2013,to me it’s somewhere 

special where I’ve had so many happy memories.  

 

Whilst I was born after my route is set (1991) I can vividly remember Class 37’s 

on China Clay,47’s on Cross Country and mail trains,as well as the screaming 

Valenta’s at very regular intervals…what better place to spend a summer 

holiday! So it was with all the possible 1985 resources gathered that I decided 

to kick on and go about an all out project to re-imagine the route,but with 

even more loco types available!  

43008 and 43185 (LA) pass Dawlish Warren at 16:27 on 7th July 1985 with the 

13:45 Paddington-Penzance. Photo:Alan Walker 
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Getting Started 

My first task was deciding how to go about building my version of the 

route,starting from scratch was never really considered,so it was a case of 

deciding whether to clone The Riviera Line,or Riviera Line in the 50’s. Each had 

significant difficulties but in the end I chose Riviera Line (Modern).  

Following cloning of the route I immediately ripped out all the track at Exeter 

St Davids (strange you might think,considering that the track there hasn’t 

changed since the time my route is set). My reason for this was that the 

modern route’s St Davids station didn’t have the infamous white building 

behind platform 6 (this was before VP had asset builders,nowadays it’d be 

much easier!),this meant taking the Exeter St Davids from Riviera 1950’s and 

adding it to the route,then laying the track around it.  

Once the track was relaid (which took around 2 weeks),I was able to resignal 

it,and from there the real work started.  
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Exeter-Dawlish Warren 

50040 'Leviathan' prepares to depart from Exeter St Davids at 11:11 with "The Torbay Express" from 

Paignton on 16th March 1985 (note,last weeks of semaphores) Photo:Alan Walker 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Heading out of Exeter to begin with was fairly simple,no major changes,other 

than some cutting back of foliage,that was until we reached Basin 

Junction,about ¼ mile beyond Exeter St Thomas.  

 

 

Basin Junction is where the former Teign Valley line to Newton Abbot via 

Chudleigh and Heathfield left the main line,but by 1985 this was long closed 

and had become a headshunt for a number of goods sidings and most notably 

the Exeter Basin Bitumen Terminal. This branch left the Main Line and involved 

a double reversal to reach the terminal (which ironically was right next to the 

Down Main itself!),during which it actually went under the SDML before 

climbing back up on the other side. This short branch took a number of 

evenings to reconstruct,with research material very thin on the ground! The 

bitumen trains at this time were tripped from Riverside Yard by a resident 08 

shunter.   
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As we pass through Marsh Barton I carried out extensive work recreating the 

Industrial estate as it was in 1985 (it’s much expanded in 2018),as well as 

chopping back the foliage to the levels seen in the cab ride DVD. You’ll also 

note along this section that the cable trunking has been added,this was poorly 

represented in Riviera Line,using a brick wall,buried below the track.  

As we speed along the Exe Floodplain towards Exminster you’ll probably not 

notice a lot different to Riviera,basically all that I did here was remove and 

replace the foliage and also the railway fencing,my biggest gripe with the DTG 

fencing was that it was regimental in it’s placement throughout the route,and 

had just been “offset” at a constant distance throughout,as you’ll see,it is 

much more variable in this route. 

The stretch through Exminster is the fastest part of the route,in 1985 the limit 

was 90mph,and this is usually attainable by most locos,except the 118’s and 

certainly Class 31’s. At Exminster I have added the semaphore signals and the 

goods loop/sidings,that still remained (albeit on borrowed time),note once 

again the changes to foliage and detailing.  

Along the Exe estuary not a lot has changed,I have changed the route to a calm 

high tide look,but beyond that little has changed until Cockwood Harbour is 

reached.  

Cockwood Harbour really irritated me in Riviera Line,it’s one of the most 

recognisable locations in the UK,but it looked as if it’d been thrown together in 

a matter of minutes. I decided to rip much of the trackside scenery out and 

used a series of embankment lofts and bridges to give the desired effect.  
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Dawlish Warren-Teignmouth: 

Dawlish Warren saw major changes to signalling,and a few track adjustments 

too,the full array of semaphores (correct styling where appropriate),along with 

all their associated cables have been added. Unfortunately Dawlish Warren 

station from Riviera Line has had to be used and as such the “signal box” on 

the Up platform is there,this may change in a future version if we can get a 

custom station made,though at present this isn’t planned. The area around the 

holiday coaches was considerably changed for this route,as well as the run up 

to the footbridge and the removal of the palm trees on the approach to 

Langstone Rock,other changes have also brought this area more into line with 
how it was.  

50043 'Eagle' storms through Dawlish Warren on the Down Main at 16:12 on 7th July 1984 

with 1C43 13:18 Paddington-Paignton. Photo:Alan Walker  
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On the sea wall itself the changes are fairly limited,other than the increased 

height of the sandstone cliffs and a few other detail changes such as adding 

“the low bit” between Rockstone and Coastguard’s footbridges. 

Dawlish has seen a fair amount of work,with the station brought back to 1985 

spec,and addition of semaphores where appropriate. Note that Dawlish 

signalbox was usually only open on Summer Saturdays by this stage,and would 

be switched out at other times. 

 

 

50017 'Royal Oak' (Laira) is seen departing Dawlish with a down express at 

17:42 on 12th July 1985. Photo: Alan Walker  
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43127 (SPM) and 43186 (LA) prepare to depart Dawllish at 16:02 on 14th July 

1985 with the 08:52 Leeds-Plymouth working. Photo:Alan Walker 

 

Beyond Dawlish minor work has taken place until reaching Parsons 

Tunnel,where I carried out work to adjust the wall and add a few small 

features such as the trackside hut and empty signal gantry,which was in place 

in preparation for colour light signals to be added within a couple of years. 

 

Upon exiting Parsons Tunnel I did carry out a fair amount of work adding the 

steps off the wall and the walkway under the line,beyond there the wall itself 

is unchanged,until you reach the far end where work was carried out on the 

curve into Teignmouth,including some “set piece” scenery additions and 

adjustments to the bankings etc.  

 

Teignmouth station is more or less unchanged,other than addition of signal 

box and semaphore signals,as well as general clutter objects.  
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Teignmouth-Aller Jn: 

Along the Teign Estuary work was carried out through the entire section with 

addition of small details and significant foliage/banking changes to make it,in 

my opinion more akin to the real section of line in 1985. I have received 

comments about the water on both sides of the railway banking near 

Bishopsteignton. I have myself seen water here in high tides and flooding in 

the 1990’s,it’s now hidden behind trees etc,I understand one of the culverts to 

these “lakes” may be what collapsed earlier this year. 

 

 

A moment in time as the crew of 47533 wave at the signalman as they pass 

Teignmouth with an up parcels train at 16:53 on 19th July 1985.  

Photo: Alan Walker 
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Approaching Newton Abbot Hackney Yard is still present,but beyond there it’s 

completely unrecognisable when compared to Riviera Line. From Hackey right 

through to Aller Junction was completely torn up. I began rebuilding by placing 

Newton Abott 1950’s station and laying the track around that. Following this 

considerable research was done before I could get on with relaying the 

yards,Heathfield branch (start of) and then adding the 4 track section to Aller 

Jn,which in 1985 was far different to what it is today. Newton Abbot itself took 

well over a month of evening’s to sort out,and caused considerable 

headaches,but I’m more or less happy with the end result,apart from the 

signals,which continue to cause issues. 

47628 'Sir Daniel Gooch' at Newton Abbot on 14th July 1985. 

Photo:Alan Walker 
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Aller Jn-Paignton: 

Beyond Aller Jn the work was of a minor nature,the main focus was adding 

minor details and foliage to bring it to life,as well as realigning the fencing 

where appropriate and taking out buildings that weren’t present in 1985.  

 

At Torquay you may notice a comical little scene in the car park,esp if you like 

the 1970’s sitcom “Fawlty Towers” 😉. 

Paignton and Goodrington Sidings have been rolled back to their 1985 

appearances,though the changes for the most part are minor.  

 

33029 departs Dawlish with 17:25 Exeter-Paignton at17:53 on 12th July 1985. 

Photo:Alan Walker 
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Route Requirements: 

Before detailing the requirements,which in some aspects could be seen as 

strange (all 3 Riviera based routes are required),I should explain this route is 

simply a personal project that I have decided to make public,and as such the 

requirements were chosen from that standpoint,simply for my own enjoyment 

and preference,so for this I apologise,though hopefully you can understand my 

reasoning.  

 

Payware: 

Riviera Line (Modern) 

Riviera Line (1950’s)  

JT South Devon Main Line (Extension or Standalone) 

JT Paignton Extension 

WCML Over Shap 

Settle & Carlisle 

European Asset Pack (If you owned TS before Sept 2012 you don’t need this) 

Wherry Lines  

North Somerset 

Woodhead BR 

MP Town Pack 

MP Platform Clutter 

 

Freeware: 

Civil Engineers/Platelayers Pack 

BR WR Semaphore Signal Kit 

GWR Semaphore Signal Kit 

Supplementary GWR Signals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://store.steampowered.com/app/222632/Train_Simulator_The_Riviera_Line_ExeterPaignton_Route_AddOn/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/325960/Train_Simulator_Riviera_Line_in_the_Fifties_Exeter__Kingswear_Route_AddOn/
https://www.justtrains.net/product/south-devon-main-line
https://www.justtrains.net/product/paignton-extension
https://store.steampowered.com/app/222613/Train_Simulator_West_Coast_Main_Line_Over_Shap_Route_AddOn/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/65255/Train_Simulator_Settle_to_Carlisle_Route_Addon/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/208300/Train_Simulator_European_Loco__Asset_Pack/
https://www.armstrongpowerhouse.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=155
https://store.steampowered.com/app/325993/Train_Simulator_North_Somerset_Railway_Route_AddOn/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/678001/Train_Simulator_Woodhead_Electric_Railway_in_Blue_Route_AddOn/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/256525/Town_Scenery_Pack/
https://store.dovetailgames.com/uk/product/426773/marketplace-platform-clutter-scenery-pack
http://uktrainsim.com/filelib-info.php?form_fileid=30819&fbclid=IwAR0DL5r-yvfpMaG4jhaPvyEqcAV8zBt0SaKC9EPKmWEw7U37bGqMOT1NMN8
http://uktrainsim.com/filelib-info.php?form_fileid=34040&fbclid=IwAR2slsjHcD5_Sg7AzeOH5dREwYshnCveQ6YxjK75_wYNw7We429eheQDF4s
http://uktrainsim.com/filelib-info.php?form_fileid=20650&fbclid=IwAR2rQUhcKxxcrDDrX_WcT5T9sVMdXAlobMIMOgVSG5icZFnJp1FNH5O-r-k
http://uktrainsim.com/filelib-info.php?form_fileid=33753&fbclid=IwAR34uZ9mmED93Zb-3EjG-CgVin8ZcTXZtBdsoHzTb7J8dwQi2lLn3ju5X14
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Scenario Requirements: 
(Only requirements ADDITIONAL to route requirements are listed) 
06/07/85 31260 2C25 Exeter-Paignton: 

AP Class 31 EP 

6MT Pack  

 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

VP Class 117/8 reskin pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 

 

06/07/85 47477 3A25 Penzance-Old Oak Parcels: 

6MT Pack 

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

VP Mega Mk1 Pack V2 

AP Mk2D-F Pack  

 

06/07/85 47613 2C49 Paignton-Exeter: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

AP Mk2D-F Pack 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Valenta HST EP 

 

06/07/85 50038 2C27 Exeter-Newton Abbot: 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2a-c Pack  

 

07/07/85 43037/43184 Up Cornish Riviera: 

AP Valenta HST EP 

AP Mk2a-c Pack 

Mesh Tools Class 50 
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VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

 

 

 

07/07/85 43149/43004 1C17 Paddington-Paignton: 

AP Valenta HST EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

JT YGB Seacow Wagon  

 

07/07/85 50010 2C08/1O14: 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP MK2A-C Pack 

VP Mega Mk1 Pack V2 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  

6MT Pack 

 

08/07/85 1E25 09:18 Penzance-Leeds: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

AP MK2D-F Pack 

AP Valenta EP 

 

 

08/07/85 31260/158 HST Drag 1C59 

AP Class 31 EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP MK2A-C Pack 

VP Mega Mk1 Pack V2 

6MT Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  
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08/07/85 33054 2C21 Exeter-Paignton: 

AP Valenta HST EP 

Class 33 Pack  

6MT Pack 

VP Mega Mk1 Pack V2 

AP Class 31 EP 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

 

 

08/07/85 43187/43165 2C37 Paignton-Exeter: 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

Class 45 Peak (and VP Patch) 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 

 

08/07/85 'The Golden Hind' 43163/43133: 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

Fastline Simulation VDA Wagon Pack 

JT IWB Cargowaggon 

 

08/08/85 2C08 07:50 Exeter-Paignton: 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 
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09/07/85 DMU 2C59 22:53 Paignton-Exeter: 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  

AP Valenta HST EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

 

10/07/85 31158 2C52/5C52: 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Mk2D-F Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

Departmental Wagon Pack (From Steam Sounds Supreme) 

AP Class 31 EP 

Class 33 Pack 

 

10/07/85 31158 Down Ballast: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

AP Class 31 EP 

Departmental Wagon Pack (From Steam Sounds Supreme) 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 

 

11/07/85 47557 1C11 Swindon-Penzance: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Valenta HST EP 

6MT Pack 
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12/07/85 31296/31158 5V19 Exeter-Laira: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

AP Class 31 EP 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 

 

13/07/85 31158/31296 2C31 Newton Abbot-Exeter: 

AP Class 31 EP 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

Class 45 Pack (and VP Patch) 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

 

13/07/85 47285 1S59 Paignton-Inverness: 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

AP Mk2D-F Pack 

Class 45 Pack (and VP Patch) 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

 

13/07/85 31460 1E21 Parcels 

AP Class 31 EP 

6MT Pack 

RF72 BR Blue 6MT Coach Reskin Pack from DP Simulation 

AP Mk2D-F Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 
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13/07/85 33052 Drag 47441 on 1A50 

Class 33 Pack 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

Class 45 Pack (and VP Patch) 

AP Valenta HST EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2 A-C Pack 

 

13/07/85 45122 1V73 Manchester-Newquay 

Class 45 Pack (and VP Patch) 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2 D-F Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

 

13/07/85 47100 & 47443 1A59 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Mk2 D-F Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 

AP Mk2 A-C Pack 

 

13/07/85 47285 1S59 Paignton-Inverness 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Mk2 A-C Pack 

AP MK2 D-F Pack 

Class 45 Pack (Plus VP Patch) 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 
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13/07/85 DMU 2C45 Newton Abbot-Exeter 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

AP Valenta HST EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2 A-C Pack 

AP MK2 D-F Pack 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

 

14/07/85 DMU 2F26 10:48 Exeter-Paignton 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8 

AP Valenta HST EP 

Mesh Tools Class 50  

AP Mk2 D-F Pack 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

AP Mk2 A-C Pack 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 Pack 

 

16/07/85 HST 1M85 10:50 Paignton-Manchester 

AP Valenta HST EP 

VP BR Blue Class 117/8  

 

The Devonshire Dart Part 1: 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

Class 20 (BR Blue from Steam) 

VP BR Blue Class 20 Pack 

VP Pre 1985 Blue Class 47 

Departmental Wagon Pack (From Steam Sounds Supreme) 

Mesh Tools Class 50 

AP Mk2A-C Pack 

AP Valenta HST EP 
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The Devonshire Dart Part 2: 

6MT Pack 

VP Mk1 Mega Pack V2 

Class 20 (BR Blue from Steam) 

VP BR Blue Class 20 Pack 

 

Known Issues: 

If using the AP Track Enhancement Pack you may notice ballast poking through 

walls in a very small number of locations 

 

The signal gantry near Newton Abbot East Box on the Down Main is non-

functional at present,despite our best efforts to fix  it. 

 

Newton Abbot signals can generally fail to work sometimes,if you save and 

then resume you should find most then work. 

 

The route causes a crash to desktop upon exiting some scenarios,this is related 

to the 6MT Coaches but alas there’s nothing we can do about this,apologies 

about that.  

 

Gauging at Exeter St Davids is something of an issue,apologies for this. Multiple 

attempts have been made to fix it,but without breaking the scenarios in a big 

way,it’s not something that can be fixed. 

 

There are limitations with the DTG assets in some cases,this involves modern 

areas that we can’t remove in a limited number of cases,but moreso signs that 

are part of the station model. To combat this we have covered all incorrect 

signage with our own and made it as unnoticeable as possible.  

 

The colour distant signals seem to be non-functioning for the most part. We 

are investigating this but as yet haven’t found a solution. Please keep checking 

your map if you are following another service,we hope we can sort this,if you 

think you know of a fix please get in touch. 
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Showcase: 

 

A class 47 near the summit of Torre bank  

Typical Newton Abbot Departure 
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Class 31 heading onto the Teignmouth Sea Wall 

 

 

Dawlish arrival 
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Powering out of Paignton 

Classic Cockwood scene 
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Passing City Basin 

 

Dawlish Warren 
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Credits: 

Firstly I’d like to thank DTG and Just Trains,without their original assets this 

wouldn’t have been possible.  

 

I’d also like to thank my dad,Alan Walker for his advice,constructive feedback 

and most importantly his note keeping.  

 

Vulcan Productions team: 

Route building,Scenarios and Manual:Mark Walker 

Custom Signal boxes and various assets: Callum Green 

Signage (Posters and Sea Wall signs): Ben Yates 

Signage (Station Signs): Rob Skipworth 

Signage (Torre/Paignton/Teignmouth big signs):David Hopkinson 

Signage (Movie posters): David Hopkinson 

Installer: Matthew Wilson (also some track fixes) 

Reskins: Ash Burgess,Richard Fletcher,Matthew Wilson 

Research Material: Richard Fletcher,Alan Walker  

 
All of our testing team that were involved with this addon,your time is greatly appreciated 

 

Disclaimer: 

We cannot accept any responsibility for any damage to your installation or your  
PC,  as  an  alleged  result  of  the  download  and/or  installation  of  this package. 

Please do not redistribute any associated files or part thereof without our 
permission. 

Please  do  not  modify  and  redistribute  this  route,  any  associated  files  or 
part thereof without our permission. 

Please do not upload to any other websites without our permission. 

 

© Vulcan Productions 
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The Notes,Dawlish July 1985: 
These are the notes my dad took throughout his 2 week holiday on Marine 

Parade in Dawlish. There are in fact lists for each of his holiday’s between 1978 

and 1989,something which I may add to a website in their own right someday 

if I think there’d be interest,plenty of photos to accompany them too. 
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Western Region Working Timetable 

Summer 1985 
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